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Report Highlights:

On August 21, 2023, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) published the Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) First Amendment
Regulations 2023 in the Gazette of India (Notification No. STD/SP-21/T(Alcohol-4). The amendments
introduce new definitions of single malt whiskey and single grain whiskey, and a clause mandating that
no alcoholic beverage shall contain nutritional information on the label.

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY




DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in/. The Office of Agricultural
Affairs, USDA and/or the U.S. Government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity.

On August 21, 2023, FSSAI published the Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) First
Amendment Regulations 2023, which introduce new definitions of single malt whisky and single grain
whisky.

As per the amendment, “the single malt whisky is a distillate obtained from fermented mash that uses
malted barley without adding any other grain, which is distilled in pot still only and produced in a
single distillery .

“A single grain whisky is a distillate obtained from a fermented mash that uses malted or unmalted
grain and produced in a single distillery. Single grain whisky shall not include single malt whisky and
blended malt whisky or blended grain whisky ”.

The regulation also has an amendment to a clause mandating that no alcoholic beverage shall contain
nutritional information on the label except energy content in kcal. Such declaration related to energy
content shall be voluntary.

The effective date of implementation of the amendments is March 1, 2024. The full text of the FSSAI
notification is provided as an attachment to this report. The notification is also available on the FSSAI
website.

Details of Notification:

o Date of Publication on FSSAI website: August 24, 2023 - Gazette notification of Food Safety
and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) First Amendment Regulations, 2023 related to Single malt
whiskey and Single grain whisky and declaration of nutritional information.

e Date of Implementation: March 1, 2024

o Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) Regulation, 2018 (updated as of August
28, 2023) - Compendium Alcoholic Beverages Regulation

Agency in Charge: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India, Ministry of Health, and Family
Welfare, GOI.

Products affected: Alcoholic Beverages


http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2023/08/64e6eb3635eb8FSS%20(Alcoholic%20Beverages)%20First%20amendment%20regulations,%202023.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2023/08/64e6eb3635eb8FSS%20(Alcoholic%20Beverages)%20First%20amendment%20regulations,%202023.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2023/08/64e6eb3635eb8FSS%20(Alcoholic%20Beverages)%20First%20amendment%20regulations,%202023.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Comp_Alcoholic_Beverages(III)_28_08_2023.pdf
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FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
Mew Delhi, the 215t August, 2023

F. No. STIVSP-I1'T(Alcohol-4).—Whereas the draft of the Food Safety and Standards (Alcchelc
Beverages) Amendment Fegulations, 2022 were published as required by sub-section (1) of section 92 of the Food
Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (34 of 2008), vide notification of the Food Safety and Standards Authonty of India
oumber, F. Ne. 5td/SP-21/T(Aleohol-4), dated the 1Tth May, 2022, in the (Gazette of India, Extracrdinary, Part ITI,
Section 4, mviting objections and suggestions from the persons hikely to be affected thereby, bafore the expiry of the
penod of soxtv davs from the date on which the copies of the Official Gazette contaimng the sa1d notification were
made available to the public;

And whereas copies of the said Gazette were made available to the public on the 20% May, 2022;

And whereas the objechions and suggestions recerved from the public 1n respect of the said draft regulations
bhave been considered by the Food Safety and Standards Authonity of India;

Mow, therefore, 1n exercise of the powers conferred by clause (v) of sub-section (2} of sechon 92 of the said
Act, the Food Safety and Standards Awthonty of India hereby makes the following regulations further to amend the
Food Safety and Standards (Alccholic Beverages) Regulations, 2018, namely: -

1. These regulations may be called the Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverapges) Fost Amendment
Fegulations, 2023,

2. Thev chall come mto foree on 01 March 2024,
3. In the Food Safety and Standards (Alcokolic Beverages) Regulations, 2018, -

(1) In Part 2, in regulation 2.8, in sub-regulation 2 8.1 related to Malt or gram whisky, for clause (1) the
following shall be substituted, namely, -
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“{1) Single malt whisky 15 a distillate obtained from fermented mash that uses malted barley without
adding any other grain, which is distilled m pot still only and produced in a single distillery.

(1a) Single grain whizky is a dishllate obtained from a fermented mash that uses malted or unmalted
grain, and produced in a single distillery. Single grain whisky shall not include single malt whasky
and blended malt whisky or blended grain whisky™.

(2) In Part 5, for the regulation 5.5 the following shall be substituted namely, -

“5.5 Aleohohe beverage shall not contam any nutntonal informaton on the label except energy content i
keal. Such declaration related to energy content shall be voluntary™.

G EAMALA VARDHANA RAQ, Chief Executive Officer

[ADVT -III'4/Exty /368/2023-24]

Note. - The principal regulations were published m the Gazette of India, Extracrdinary, Part III, Section 4 vide
notification number F. Mo, 2/5A-24/2009(1WT55AT, dated the 19th March, 2018 and subsequently amendad

vide notification numbers:
1. F. Mo Stds/SP (water and Beverages)Motification(1)FSSAI-2019, dated the 18" December, 2020; and
2. F. No. 5td/SP-21/T(Alcohol-5), dated the 10% Tune, 2022.
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